
  

THE BEAST THAT SHOUTED LOVE AT THE BEAST THAT SHOUTED LOVE AT THETHE

HEART OF THE WORLDHEART OF THE WORLD

After an idle discussion with the pest control man who came once aAfter an idle discussion with the pest control man who came once a
month to spray around the outside month to spray around the outside of his home in the Ruxton section ofof his home in the Ruxton section of

BaBaltltimimorore, e, WiWilllliaiam m StStererog og ststolole e a a cacaninistster er of of MaMalalaththioion, n, a a dedeadladlyy
ininsesectcticicidide e popoisisonon, , frfrom om ththe e maman’n’s s trtrucuck, k, anand d wewent nt ouout t eaearlrly y ononee
momornrnining, g, fofollllowowining g ththe e roroutute e of of ththe e neneigighbhbororhoohood d mimilklkmaman, n, andand
spoospooned ned memediudium-lm-largarge e quaquantintitieties s intinto o eaceach h botbottle tle lefleft t on on the the rearearr
doorsdoorstep of tep of seveseventy homes. Within six nty homes. Within six hours of hours of Bill SteroBill Sterog’s g’s activactivitieities,s,
two hundred men, women and children died in convulsive agony.two hundred men, women and children died in convulsive agony.

Learning that an aunt who had lived in Buffalo was dying of cancer ofLearning that an aunt who had lived in Buffalo was dying of cancer of
the lymph glands, William Sterog hastily helped his mother pack threethe lymph glands, William Sterog hastily helped his mother pack three
bags, and took her to Friendship Airport, where he put her on anbags, and took her to Friendship Airport, where he put her on an
Eastern Airlines jet with a simple but efficient time bomb made from aEastern Airlines jet with a simple but efficient time bomb made from a
Westclox Travalarm and four sticks of Westclox Travalarm and four sticks of dynamite in her three-suiter. Thedynamite in her three-suiter. The
 jet  jet exploded exploded somewhere somewhere over over Harrisburg, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania. Ninety-threeNinety-three
peoplpeople—ine—includicluding ng Bill Sterog’s Bill Sterog’s mothmother—wer—were ere killkilled ed in in the the explexplosion,osion,
and flaming wreckage added seven to the toll by cascading down on aand flaming wreckage added seven to the toll by cascading down on a
public swimming pool.public swimming pool.

On a Sunday in November, William Sterog made his way to Babe RuthOn a Sunday in November, William Sterog made his way to Babe Ruth
Plaza on 33rd Street where he became one of 54,000 fans jammingPlaza on 33rd Street where he became one of 54,000 fans jamming
MeMemomoririal al StStadiadium um to to sesee e ththe e BaBaltltimimorore e CoColtlts s plplay ay ththe e GrGreeeen n BaBayy
Packers. He was dressed warmly in grey flannel slacks, a navy bluePackers. He was dressed warmly in grey flannel slacks, a navy blue
turtleneck pullover and a heavy hand-knitted Irish wool sweater underturtleneck pullover and a heavy hand-knitted Irish wool sweater under
hihis s paparkrka. a. WiWith th ththreree e miminunutetes s anand d ththirirteteen en sesecocondnds s of of ththe e fofoururthth
quarter remaining to be played, and Baltimore trailing seventeen toquarter remaining to be played, and Baltimore trailing seventeen to
sixteen on Green Bay’s eighteen-yard line, Bill Sterog fought his waysixteen on Green Bay’s eighteen-yard line, Bill Sterog fought his way

up the aisle to the exit above the mezzanine seats, and fumbled underup the aisle to the exit above the mezzanine seats, and fumbled underhis parka for the U. S. Army surplus M-3 submachine gun he hadhis parka for the U. S. Army surplus M-3 submachine gun he had
bought for $49.95 from a mail order armaments dealer in Alexandria,bought for $49.95 from a mail order armaments dealer in Alexandria,
Virginia. Even as 53,999 screaming fans leaped to their feet—makingVirginia. Even as 53,999 screaming fans leaped to their feet—making
his range of fire that much better—as the ball was snapped to thehis range of fire that much better—as the ball was snapped to the
ququararteterbrbackack, , hoholdldining g fofor r ththe e dedefefensinsive ve tatackckle le momost st abable le to to kikick ck aa
successful field goal, Bill Sterog opened fire on the massed backs ofsuccessful field goal, Bill Sterog opened fire on the massed backs of
the fans below him. Before the mob could bring him down, he hadthe fans below him. Before the mob could bring him down, he had
kilkilled led forforty-ty-foufour r peopeopleple. . WheWhen n the the firfirst st ExpExpedieditiotionarnary y ForForce ce to to thethe
elliptical galaxy in Sculptor descended on the second planet of a fourthelliptical galaxy in Sculptor descended on the second planet of a fourth
magmagnitnitude ude stastar r the the ForForce ce had had desdesignignateated d FlaFlammmmariarion on TheTheta, ta, thetheyy
found a thirty-seven-foot-high statue of a hitherto unknown blue-whitefound a thirty-seven-foot-high statue of a hitherto unknown blue-white
substance—not quite stone, something like metal—in the shape of asubstance—not quite stone, something like metal—in the shape of a

maman. n. ThThe e fifigugure re wawas s barbarefefoooot, t, drdrapeaped d in in a a gagarmrmenent t ththat at vavaguguelelyy



  

resembled a toga, the head encased in a skull-tight cap, and holding inresembled a toga, the head encased in a skull-tight cap, and holding in
itits s leleft ft hanhand d a a pepecuculiliar ar riringng-an-and-d-baball ll dedevivice ce of of anoanothther er subsubststancancee
alaltotogegeththerer. . ThThe e ststatatueue’s ’s facface e wawas s cucuririououslsly y bebeatatifificic. . It It hahad d hihighgh
cheekbones; deep-set eyes; a tiny, almost alien mouth; and a broad,cheekbones; deep-set eyes; a tiny, almost alien mouth; and a broad,
large-nostriled nose. The statue loomed enormous among the pittedlarge-nostriled nose. The statue loomed enormous among the pitted
and and blablastested d curcurvilvilineinear ar strstructuctureures s of of somsome e forforgotgotten ten arcarchithitectect. . TheThe
memembmberers s of of ththe e ExExpepedidititiononarary y FoForcrce e cocommmmenenteted d on on ththe e pepecuculiliarar

expression each noted on the face of the statue. None of these men,expression each noted on the face of the statue. None of these men,
standing under a gorgeous brass moon that shared an evening skystanding under a gorgeous brass moon that shared an evening sky
with a descending sun quite dissimilar in color to the one that nowwith a descending sun quite dissimilar in color to the one that now
shone wanly on an Earth unthinkably distant in time and space, hadshone wanly on an Earth unthinkably distant in time and space, had
ever heard of William Sterog. And so none of them was able to say thatever heard of William Sterog. And so none of them was able to say that
the expression on the giant statue was the same as the one Bill Sterogthe expression on the giant statue was the same as the one Bill Sterog
hahad d shshowown n as as he he totold ld ththe e fifinanal l apappepealals s jujudgdge e whwho o wwas as ababouout t toto
sentence him to death in the lethal gas chamber, “I love everyone insentence him to death in the lethal gas chamber, “I love everyone in
ththe e woworlrld. d. I I dodo. . So So hehelp me lp me GoGod, d, I I lolove youve you, , alall l of of yoyou!u!” ” He wasHe was
shouting.shouting.

  

CrCrossosswhwhenen, , ththrorougugh h inintetersrstiticeces s of of ththououghght t cacalllled ed titimeme, , ththrorougughh
reflective images called space; another then, another now. This place,reflective images called space; another then, another now. This place,
overover therethere. Beyond concepts, the . Beyond concepts, the transmogrification of simplicity finallytransmogrification of simplicity finally
labeledlabeled if if . Forty and more steps sidewise but later, much later. There,. Forty and more steps sidewise but later, much later. There,
in that ultimate center, with everything radiating outward, becomingin that ultimate center, with everything radiating outward, becoming
ininfifininitetelly y mmorore e cocommplplexex, , ththe e eeninigmgma a of of sysymmmemetrtryy, , haharrmmononyy,,
apportionment singing with fine-tuned order inapportionment singing with fine-tuned order in thisthis place, where it all place, where it all
began, begins, will always begin. The center. Crosswhen.began, begins, will always begin. The center. Crosswhen.

OrOr: : a a huhundndrered d mimillllioion n yeyearars s in in ththe e fufututurere. . AnAnd: d: a a huhundndrered d mimillllioionn
parsecs beyond the farthest edge of measurable space. And: parallaxparsecs beyond the farthest edge of measurable space. And: parallax
warpages beyond counting across the universes of parallel existences.warpages beyond counting across the universes of parallel existences.
Finally: an infinitude of mind-triggered leaps beyond human thought.Finally: an infinitude of mind-triggered leaps beyond human thought.

 There: Crosswhen. There: Crosswhen.

  

On the mauve level, crouched down in deeper magenta washings thatOn the mauve level, crouched down in deeper magenta washings that
concealed his arched form, the maniac waited. He was a dragon, squatconcealed his arched form, the maniac waited. He was a dragon, squat
and round in the torso, tapered ropy tail tucked under his body; theand round in the torso, tapered ropy tail tucked under his body; the
smasmall, ll, thithick ck ossosseoueous s shishieldelds s risrising ing perperpenpendicdiculaularly rly frofrom m the the arcarchedhed
back, running down to the end of the tail, tips pointing upward; hisback, running down to the end of the tail, tips pointing upward; his
taltaloneoned d shoshorterter r armarms s folfolded ded acracross oss his his masmassivsive e chechest. st. He He had had thethe
seven-headed dog faces of an ancient Cerberus. Each head watched,seven-headed dog faces of an ancient Cerberus. Each head watched,
waiting hungry, insane.waiting hungry, insane.

He He sasaw w ththe e brbrigight ht yeyellllow ow wewedgdge e of of lilighght t as as it it momoveved d in in rarandndomom
patterns through the mauve, always getting closer. He knew he couldpatterns through the mauve, always getting closer. He knew he could



  

not run, the movement would betray him, the specter light finding himnot run, the movement would betray him, the specter light finding him
ininststanantltly. y. FeFear ar chchokeoked d ththe e mamaniniacac. . ThThe e spspececteter r hahad d pupursrsueued d hihimm
through innocence and humility and nine other emotional obfuscationsthrough innocence and humility and nine other emotional obfuscations
he had tried. He had to do something, get them off his scent. But hehe had tried. He had to do something, get them off his scent. But he
was alone on this level. It had been closed down some time before, towas alone on this level. It had been closed down some time before, to
purge it of residue emotions. Had he not been so terribly confusedpurge it of residue emotions. Had he not been so terribly confused
after the killings, had he not been drowning in disorientation, he wouldafter the killings, had he not been drowning in disorientation, he would

never have trapped himself on a never have trapped himself on a closed level.closed level.

Now that Now that he was he was herehere, , therthere was e was nowhenowhere to re to hide, nowherhide, nowhere to e to escapeescape
the specter light that would systematically hunt him down. Then theythe specter light that would systematically hunt him down. Then they
would purgewould purge hint hint ..

 The  The maniac maniac took took the the one one final final chance; chance; he he closed closed down down his his mind, mind, allall
seven brains, even as the mauve level was closed down. He shut off allseven brains, even as the mauve level was closed down. He shut off all
thought, banked the fires of emotion, broke the neural circuits that fedthought, banked the fires of emotion, broke the neural circuits that fed
power to his mind. Like a great machine phasing down from peakpower to his mind. Like a great machine phasing down from peak
effefficiiciencency, y, his his thothoughughts ts slacslackenkened ed and and wiwiltelted d and and gregrew w palpale. e. TheThenn
there was a blank where he had been. Seven dog-heads slept.there was a blank where he had been. Seven dog-heads slept.

 The  The dragon dragon had had ceased ceased to to exist exist in in terms terms of of thought, thought, and and the the specterspecter
light washed past him, finding nothing there to home in on. But thoselight washed past him, finding nothing there to home in on. But those
who soughwho sought t the manithe maniac ac wewere re sansane, e, not deranot derangenged d as as he was: he was: thetheirir
sanity was ordered, and in order they considered every exigency. Thesanity was ordered, and in order they considered every exigency. The
specter light was followed by heat-seeking beams, by mass-tallyingspecter light was followed by heat-seeking beams, by mass-tallying
sensors, by trackers that could hunt out the spoor of foreign matter onsensors, by trackers that could hunt out the spoor of foreign matter on
a closed-down level.a closed-down level.

 They  They found found the the maniac. maniac. Shut Shut down down like like a a sun sun gone gone cold, cold, they they locatedlocated
him, and transferred him; he was unaware of the movement; he washim, and transferred him; he was unaware of the movement; he was
locked away in his own silent skulls.locked away in his own silent skulls.

BuBut t whwhen en he he chchosose e to to opopen en hihis s ththououghghts ts agagaiain, n, in in ththe e titimemelelessss

disorientation that follows a total shutdown, he found himself locked indisorientation that follows a total shutdown, he found himself locked instasis in a drainage ward on the 3rd Red Active Level. Then, fromstasis in a drainage ward on the 3rd Red Active Level. Then, from
seven throats, he screamed.seven throats, he screamed.

 The  The sound, sound, of of course, course, was was lost lost in in the the throat throat baffles baffles they they had had inserted,inserted,
before he had turned himself back on. The emptiness of the soundbefore he had turned himself back on. The emptiness of the sound
terrified him even more.terrified him even more.

He He wwas as iimbmbeedddded ed an an an an amambeber r susubbststanancce e ththat at fifit t ararouound nd hihimm
cocomfmforortatablbly; y; hahad d it it bebeen en a a mumuch ch eaearlrlieier r erera, a, on on ananototheher r woworlrld, d, inin
another continuum, it would have been simply a hospital bed withanother continuum, it would have been simply a hospital bed with
restraining straps. But the dragon was locked in stasis on a red level,restraining straps. But the dragon was locked in stasis on a red level,
crosswhen. His hospital bed was anti-grav, weightless, totally relaxing,crosswhen. His hospital bed was anti-grav, weightless, totally relaxing,

feeding nutrients through his leathery hide along with depressants andfeeding nutrients through his leathery hide along with depressants andtoners. He was waiting to be drained.toners. He was waiting to be drained.



  

Linah drifted into the ward, followed by Semph. Semph, the discovererLinah drifted into the ward, followed by Semph. Semph, the discoverer
of the drain. And his most eloquent nemesis, Linah, who sought Publicof the drain. And his most eloquent nemesis, Linah, who sought Public
ElElevevatatioion n to to ththe e poposisitition on ofof Proctor Proctor . They drifted down the rows of. They drifted down the rows of
amber-encased patients: the toads, the tambour-lidded crystal cubes,amber-encased patients: the toads, the tambour-lidded crystal cubes,
the the exoskexoskeleteletals, the als, the pseudpseudopodal changers, and opodal changers, and the seven-heathe seven-headedded
dragon. They paused directly in front and slightly above the maniac.dragon. They paused directly in front and slightly above the maniac.
He was able to look up at them; images seven times seen; but he wasHe was able to look up at them; images seven times seen; but he was

not able to make sound.not able to make sound.

“If I needed a conclusive reason, here’s one of the best,” Linah said,“If I needed a conclusive reason, here’s one of the best,” Linah said,
inclining his head toward the maniac.inclining his head toward the maniac.

Semph dipped an analysis rod into the amber substance, withdrew itSemph dipped an analysis rod into the amber substance, withdrew it
and made a hasty reading of the patient’s condition. “If you needed aand made a hasty reading of the patient’s condition. “If you needed a
greatergreater warningwarning,” Semph said quietly, “this would be one of the best.”,” Semph said quietly, “this would be one of the best.”

“Science bends to the will of the masses,” Linah said.“Science bends to the will of the masses,” Linah said.

‘Td hate to have to believe that,“ Semph responded quickly. There was‘Td hate to have to believe that,“ Semph responded quickly. There was
a tone in his voice that could not be named, but it undershadowed thea tone in his voice that could not be named, but it undershadowed the

aggressiveness of his words.aggressiveness of his words.
“I“I’m ’m gogoining g to to sesee e to to itit, , SeSempmph;h; belibelieve eve it it . . I’I’m m gogoining g to to hahave ve ththee
Concord pass the resolution.”Concord pass the resolution.”

“Linah, how long have we known each other?”“Linah, how long have we known each other?”

“Since your third flux. My “Since your third flux. My second.”second.”

“That’s about right. Have I ever told you a lie, have I ever asked you to“That’s about right. Have I ever told you a lie, have I ever asked you to
do something that would harm you?”do something that would harm you?”

“No. Not that I can “No. Not that I can recall.”recall.”

“Then why won’t you listen to me“Then why won’t you listen to me thisthis time?” time?”

“B“Bececauause se I I ththinink k yoyou’u’re re wrwronong. g. I’I’m m nonot t a a fafananatitic, c, SeSempmph. h. I’I’m m nonott
making political hay with this. I feel very strongly that it’s the bestmaking political hay with this. I feel very strongly that it’s the best
chance we’ve ever had.”chance we’ve ever had.”

“But disaster for everyone and everywhere else, all the way back, and“But disaster for everyone and everywhere else, all the way back, and
God only knows how far across the parallax. We stop fouling our ownGod only knows how far across the parallax. We stop fouling our own
nest, at the expense of all the other nests that ever were.“nest, at the expense of all the other nests that ever were.“

Linah spread his hands in futility. “Survival.”Linah spread his hands in futility. “Survival.”

Semph shook his head slowly, with a weariness that was mirrored inSemph shook his head slowly, with a weariness that was mirrored in
his expression. “I wish I could drainhis expression. “I wish I could drain that that , too.”, too.”

“Can’t you?”“Can’t you?”



  

SeSempmph h shrshruguggeged. d. “I “I cacan n drdraiain n ananytythihingng. . BuBut t whwhat at wewe’d ’d hahave ve leleftft
wouldn’t be worth having.”wouldn’t be worth having.”

 The  The amber subsamber substance changed tance changed hue. It hue. It glowed deep glowed deep within itself within itself with awith a
blue intensity. “The patient is ready,” Semph said. “Linah, one moreblue intensity. “The patient is ready,” Semph said. “Linah, one more
time. I’ll beg if it’ll do any good. Please. Stall till the next session. Thetime. I’ll beg if it’ll do any good. Please. Stall till the next session. The
Concord needn’t do itConcord needn’t do it nownow. Let me run some further tests, let me see. Let me run some further tests, let me see

how far back how far back this garbage spewthis garbage spews, how much s, how much damagdamage it e it can cause. Letcan cause. Let
me prepare some reports.”me prepare some reports.”

Linah was firm. He shook his head in finality. “May I watch the drainingLinah was firm. He shook his head in finality. “May I watch the draining
with you?”with you?”

Semph let out a long sigh. He was Semph let out a long sigh. He was beaten, and knew it. “Yes, all right.”beaten, and knew it. “Yes, all right.”

 The  The amber amber substance substance carrying carrying its its silent silent burden burden began began to to rise. rise. ItIt
reached the level of the two men, and slid smoothly through the airreached the level of the two men, and slid smoothly through the air
between them. They drifted after the smooth container with the dog-between them. They drifted after the smooth container with the dog-
heheadeaded d drdragagon on imimbebedddded ed in in itit, , anand d SeSempmph h seseememed ed as as ththouough gh hehe
wanted to say something else. But there was nothing to say.wanted to say something else. But there was nothing to say.

 The amber chrysaloid cradle faded and vanished, and  The amber chrysaloid cradle faded and vanished, and the men becamethe men became
insubstantial and were no more. They all reappeared in the drainageinsubstantial and were no more. They all reappeared in the drainage
chamber. The beaming stage was empty. The amber cradle settledchamber. The beaming stage was empty. The amber cradle settled
down on it without sound, and the substance flowed away, vanishingdown on it without sound, and the substance flowed away, vanishing
as it uncovered the dragon.as it uncovered the dragon.

 The  The maniac maniac tried tried desperately desperately to to move, move, to to heave heave himself himself up. up. SevenSeven
heads twitched futilely. The madness in him overcame the depressantsheads twitched futilely. The madness in him overcame the depressants
and he was consumed with frenzy, fury, crimson hate. But he could notand he was consumed with frenzy, fury, crimson hate. But he could not
move. It was all he could do to hold his shape.move. It was all he could do to hold his shape.

Semph turned the band on his left wrist. It glowed from within, a deepSemph turned the band on his left wrist. It glowed from within, a deep
gold. The sound of air rushing to fill a vacuum filled the chamber. Thegold. The sound of air rushing to fill a vacuum filled the chamber. The

beaming stage was drenched in silver light that seemed to spring outbeaming stage was drenched in silver light that seemed to spring out
of the air itself, from an unknown source. The dragon was washed byof the air itself, from an unknown source. The dragon was washed by
the silver light, and the seven great mouths opened once, exposingthe silver light, and the seven great mouths opened once, exposing
rings of fangs. Then his double-lidded eyes closed.rings of fangs. Then his double-lidded eyes closed.

 The  The pain pain within within his his heads heads was was monstrous. monstrous. A A fearful fearful wrenching wrenching thatthat
became the sucking of a million mouths. His very brains were pulledbecame the sucking of a million mouths. His very brains were pulled
upon, pressured, compressed, and then purged.upon, pressured, compressed, and then purged.

Semph and Linah looked away from the pulsing body of the dragon toSemph and Linah looked away from the pulsing body of the dragon to
the drainage tank across the chamber. It was filling from the bottom asthe drainage tank across the chamber. It was filling from the bottom as
they watched. Filling with a nearly colorless roiling cloud of smokiness,they watched. Filling with a nearly colorless roiling cloud of smokiness,
shot through with sparks. “Here it comes,” Semph said, needlessly.shot through with sparks. “Here it comes,” Semph said, needlessly.

Linah dragged his eyes away from the tank. The dragon with sevenLinah dragged his eyes away from the tank. The dragon with seven



  

dog heads was rippling. As though seen through shallow water, thedog heads was rippling. As though seen through shallow water, the
maniac was beginning to alter. As the tank filled, the maniac found itmaniac was beginning to alter. As the tank filled, the maniac found it
more and more difficult to maintain his shape. The denser grew themore and more difficult to maintain his shape. The denser grew the
cloud of sparkling matter in the tank, the less constant was the shapecloud of sparkling matter in the tank, the less constant was the shape
of the creature on the beaming stage.of the creature on the beaming stage.

Finally, it was impossible, and the maniac gave in. The tank filled moreFinally, it was impossible, and the maniac gave in. The tank filled more

rapidly, and the shape quavered and altered and shrank and thenrapidly, and the shape quavered and altered and shrank and then
there was a superimposition of the form of a man, over that of thethere was a superimposition of the form of a man, over that of the
seven-headed dragon. Then the tank reached three-quarters filled andseven-headed dragon. Then the tank reached three-quarters filled and
the dragon became an the dragon became an underunderling shadow, a ling shadow, a hint, a hint, a suggesuggestion of stion of whatwhat
had had beebeen n thethere re whewhen n the drainthe drainage began. Now age began. Now the man-fthe man-fororm m waswas
becoming more dominant by the second.becoming more dominant by the second.

Finally, the tank was filled, and a normal man lay on the beamingFinally, the tank was filled, and a normal man lay on the beaming
stage, breathing heavily, eyes closed, muscles jumping involuntarily.stage, breathing heavily, eyes closed, muscles jumping involuntarily.

“He’s drained,” Semph said.“He’s drained,” Semph said.

“Is it all in the tank?” Linah “Is it all in the tank?” Linah asked softly.asked softly.

“No, none of it.”“No, none of it.”

“Then…”“Then…”

“T“Thihis s is is ththe e reresisidudue. e. HaHarmrmleless. ss. ReReagagenents ts pupurgrged ed frfrom om a a grgrououp p ofof
sensitives will neutralize it. The dangerous essences, the degeneratesensitives will neutralize it. The dangerous essences, the degenerate
force-lines that make up the field… they’re gone. Drained off already.”force-lines that make up the field… they’re gone. Drained off already.”

Linah looked disturbed, for the first time. “Where did it go?”Linah looked disturbed, for the first time. “Where did it go?”

“Do you love your fellow man, tell me?”“Do you love your fellow man, tell me?”

“Please, Semph! I asked “Please, Semph! I asked where it went… when it went?”where it went… when it went?”

“And I asked if you cared at “And I asked if you cared at all about anyone else?”all about anyone else?”

“You know my answer… you know“You know my answer… you know meme! I want to know, tell me, at least! I want to know, tell me, at least
what you know. Where… when… ?”what you know. Where… when… ?”

“Then you’ll forgive me, Linah, because I love my fellow man, too.“Then you’ll forgive me, Linah, because I love my fellow man, too.
Whenever he was, wherever he is; I have to, I work in an inhuman field,Whenever he was, wherever he is; I have to, I work in an inhuman field,
and I have to cling to and I have to cling to that. So… you’ll forgive me…”that. So… you’ll forgive me…”

“What are you going to…”“What are you going to…”

  

In In InIndodonenesisia a ththey ey hahave ve a a phphrarase se fofor r it it : Djam Karet—: Djam Karet—the hour thatthe hour that

stretchesstretches..



  

In the Vatican’s Stanza of Heliodorus, the second of the great rooms heIn the Vatican’s Stanza of Heliodorus, the second of the great rooms he
designed for Pope Julius II, Raphael painted (and his pupils completed)designed for Pope Julius II, Raphael painted (and his pupils completed)
a magnificent fresco representation of the historic meeting betweena magnificent fresco representation of the historic meeting between
Pope Leo I and Attila the Hun, in Pope Leo I and Attila the Hun, in the year 452.the year 452.

In this painting is mirrored the belief of Christians everywhere that theIn this painting is mirrored the belief of Christians everywhere that the
spirispiritual authorittual authority y of Rome of Rome proteprotected her cted her in in that desperathat desperate hour te hour whenwhen

the Hun came to sack and burn the Holy City. Raphael has painted inthe Hun came to sack and burn the Holy City. Raphael has painted in
Saint Peter and Saint Paul, descending from Heaven to reinforce PopeSaint Peter and Saint Paul, descending from Heaven to reinforce Pope
Leo’s intervention. His interpretation was an elaboration on the originalLeo’s intervention. His interpretation was an elaboration on the original
leglegendend, , in in whiwhich ch onlonly y the the ApoAposde sde PePeter ter was was menmentiotioned ned —st—standiandingng
behind Leo with a drawn sword. And the legend was an elaboration ofbehind Leo with a drawn sword. And the legend was an elaboration of
whwhat at lilittttle le fafactcts s hahave ve cocome me dodown wn ththrorougugh h anantitiququitity y rerelalatitivevelyly
undistorted: Leo had no cardinals with him, and certainly no wraithundistorted: Leo had no cardinals with him, and certainly no wraith
Aposdes. He was one of three in the deputation. The other two wereAposdes. He was one of three in the deputation. The other two were
secular dignitaries of the Roman state. The meeting did not take placesecular dignitaries of the Roman state. The meeting did not take place
—as legend would have us believe—just outside the gates of Rome,—as legend would have us believe—just outside the gates of Rome,
but in northern Italy, not far from what is today Peschiera.but in northern Italy, not far from what is today Peschiera.

Nothing more than this is known of the confrontation. Yet Attila, whoNothing more than this is known of the confrontation. Yet Attila, who

had never been stopped, did not raze Rome. He turned back.had never been stopped, did not raze Rome. He turned back.

Djam Karet Djam Karet . The force-line field spewed out from a parallax center. The force-line field spewed out from a parallax center
crosswhen, a field that had pulsed through time and space and thecrosswhen, a field that had pulsed through time and space and the
minds of men for twice ten thousand years. Then cut out suddenly,minds of men for twice ten thousand years. Then cut out suddenly,
inexplicably, and Attila the Hun clapped his hands to his head, his mindinexplicably, and Attila the Hun clapped his hands to his head, his mind
twisting like rope within his skull. His eyes glazed, then cleared, and hetwisting like rope within his skull. His eyes glazed, then cleared, and he
breathed from deep in his chest. Then he signaled his army to turnbreathed from deep in his chest. Then he signaled his army to turn
back. Leo the Great thanked God and the living memory of Christ dieback. Leo the Great thanked God and the living memory of Christ die
Saviour. Legend added Saint Peter. Raphael added Saint Paul.Saviour. Legend added Saint Peter. Raphael added Saint Paul.

For twice ten thousand years—For twice ten thousand years—Djam Karet—Djam Karet—the field had pulsed, andthe field had pulsed, and
for a brief moment that could have been instants or years or millennia,for a brief moment that could have been instants or years or millennia,

it was cut off.it was cut off.

Legend does not tell the truth. More specifically, it does not tellLegend does not tell the truth. More specifically, it does not tell allall  ofof
the truth: forty years before Attila raided Italy, Rome had been takenthe truth: forty years before Attila raided Italy, Rome had been taken
anand d sasackcked ed by by AlAlararic ic ththe e GoGodidi.. DjaDjam m KarKaret et . . ThThreree e yeyearars s afafteter r didiee
retreat of Attila, Rome was once more taken and sacked, by Gaiseric,retreat of Attila, Rome was once more taken and sacked, by Gaiseric,
king of all the Vandals.king of all the Vandals.

 There was a reason the garbage of insanity had  There was a reason the garbage of insanity had ceased to flow throughceased to flow through
everywhere and everywhen from the drained mind of a seven-headedeverywhere and everywhen from the drained mind of a seven-headed
dragon…dragon…

  

Semph, traitor to his race, hovered before the Concord. His friend, theSemph, traitor to his race, hovered before the Concord. His friend, the



  

man who now sought this final flux, Linah, Proctored the hearing. Heman who now sought this final flux, Linah, Proctored the hearing. He
spoke softly, but eloquently, of what the great scientist had done.spoke softly, but eloquently, of what the great scientist had done.

“The tank was draining; he said to me, ‘Forgive me, because I love my“The tank was draining; he said to me, ‘Forgive me, because I love my
fellow man. Whenever he was, wherever he is; I have to, I work in anfellow man. Whenever he was, wherever he is; I have to, I work in an
inhuman field, and I have to cling to that. So you’ll forgive me.’ Theninhuman field, and I have to cling to that. So you’ll forgive me.’ Then
he interposed himself.”he interposed himself.”

 The  The sixty sixty members members of of the the Concord, Concord, a a representative representative from from each each racerace
that existed in the center, bird-creatures and blue things and large-that existed in the center, bird-creatures and blue things and large-
headed men and orange scents with cilia shuddering… all of themheaded men and orange scents with cilia shuddering… all of them
looked at Semph where he hovered. His body and head were crumpledlooked at Semph where he hovered. His body and head were crumpled
like a brown paper bag. All hair was gone. His eyes were dim andlike a brown paper bag. All hair was gone. His eyes were dim and
watwateryery. . NakNaked, ed, shishimmemmerinring, g, he he dridriftefted d slislightghtly ly to to one side, one side, thethen n aa
vagrant breeze in the wall-less chamber sent him back. vagrant breeze in the wall-less chamber sent him back. He had drainedHe had drained
himself.himself.

“I “I asask k fofor r ththis is CoConcncorord d to to afaffifix x sesentntenence ce of of fifinal flux nal flux on on ththis is maman.n.
 Though  Though his his interposition interposition only only lasted lasted a a few few moments, moments, we we have have no no wayway
of knowing what damage or unnaturalness it may have caused cross-of knowing what damage or unnaturalness it may have caused cross-

when. I submit that his intent was to overload the drain and therebywhen. I submit that his intent was to overload the drain and thereby
render it inoperative. This act, the act of a beast who would condemnrender it inoperative. This act, the act of a beast who would condemn
the sixty races of the center to a future in which insanity still prevailed,the sixty races of the center to a future in which insanity still prevailed,
is an act that can only be is an act that can only be punished by termination.”punished by termination.”

 The  The Concord Concord blanked blanked and and meditated. meditated. A A timeless timeless time time later later theythey
rerelilinknkeded, , anand d ththe e PrPrococtotor’r’s s chcharargeges s wewere re upupheheldld; ; hihis s dedemamand nd ofof
sentence was fulfilled.sentence was fulfilled.

  

On the hushed shores of a thought, the papyrus man was carried in theOn the hushed shores of a thought, the papyrus man was carried in the
arms of his friend, his executioner, the Proctor. There in the dustingarms of his friend, his executioner, the Proctor. There in the dusting
quiet of an approaching night, Linah laid Semph down in the shadow ofquiet of an approaching night, Linah laid Semph down in the shadow of
a sigh.a sigh.

“Why did you stop me?” the wrinkle with a moudi asked.“Why did you stop me?” the wrinkle with a moudi asked.

Linah looked away across die rushing dark.Linah looked away across die rushing dark.

“Why?”“Why?”

“Because here, in the center, there is a chance.”“Because here, in the center, there is a chance.”

“And for them, all of them out there… no chance ever?”“And for them, all of them out there… no chance ever?”

Linah sat down slowly, digging his hands into the golden mist, letting itLinah sat down slowly, digging his hands into the golden mist, letting it
sift over his wrists and back into the waiting flesh of the world. “If wesift over his wrists and back into the waiting flesh of the world. “If we

can can bebegigin n it it heherere, , if if we we cacan n pupursrsue ue ouour r bobounundardarieies s ououtwtwarard, d, ththenen



  

perhaps one day, sometime, we can reach to the ends of time with thatperhaps one day, sometime, we can reach to the ends of time with that
little chance. Until then, it is better to have one center where there islittle chance. Until then, it is better to have one center where there is
no madness.”no madness.”

Semph hurried his words. The end was rapidly striding for him. “YouSemph hurried his words. The end was rapidly striding for him. “You
have sentenced them all. Insanity is a living vapor. A force. It can behave sentenced them all. Insanity is a living vapor. A force. It can be
bottled The most potent genie in the most easily uncorked bottlebottled The most potent genie in the most easily uncorked bottle

And you have condemned them to live with it always. In the name ofAnd you have condemned them to live with it always. In the name of
love.“love.“

Linah made a sound that was not quite a word, but called it back.Linah made a sound that was not quite a word, but called it back.
Semph touched his wrist with a tremble that had been a hand. FingersSemph touched his wrist with a tremble that had been a hand. Fingers
melting into softness and warmth. “I’m sorry for you, Linah. Your cursemelting into softness and warmth. “I’m sorry for you, Linah. Your curse
is to be a true man. The world is made for stragglers. You neveris to be a true man. The world is made for stragglers. You never
learned how to do that.”learned how to do that.”

Linah did not reply. He thought only of the drainage that was eternalLinah did not reply. He thought only of the drainage that was eternal
now. Set in motion and kept in motion by now. Set in motion and kept in motion by its necessity.its necessity.

“Will you do a memorial for me?” Semph asked.“Will you do a memorial for me?” Semph asked.

Linah nodded. “It’s traditional.”Linah nodded. “It’s traditional.”

Semph smiled softly. “Then do it for them; not for me. I’m the one whoSemph smiled softly. “Then do it for them; not for me. I’m the one who
devised the vessel of their death, and I don’t need it. devised the vessel of their death, and I don’t need it. But choose one ofBut choose one of
them; not a very important one, but one that will mean everything tothem; not a very important one, but one that will mean everything to
them if they find it, and understand. Erect the memorial in my name tothem if they find it, and understand. Erect the memorial in my name to
that one. Will you?”that one. Will you?”

Linah nodded.Linah nodded.

“Will you?” Semph asked. His eyes were closed, and he could not see“Will you?” Semph asked. His eyes were closed, and he could not see
the nod.the nod.

“Yes. I will,” Linah said. But Semph could not hear. The flux began and“Yes. I will,” Linah said. But Semph could not hear. The flux began and
ended, and Linah was alone in ended, and Linah was alone in the cupped silence of loneliness.the cupped silence of loneliness.

 The  The statue statue was was placed placed on on a a far far planet planet of of a a far far star star in in a a time time that that waswas
ancient while yet never having been born. It existed in the minds ofancient while yet never having been born. It existed in the minds of
men who would come later. Or men who would come later. Or never.never.

But if they did, they would know that hell was with them, that thereBut if they did, they would know that hell was with them, that there
was a Heaven that men called Heaven, and in it there was a centerwas a Heaven that men called Heaven, and in it there was a center
from which all madness flowed; and once within that center, there wasfrom which all madness flowed; and once within that center, there was
peace.peace.

  

In the remains of a blasted building that had been a shirt factory, inIn the remains of a blasted building that had been a shirt factory, in



  

what had been Stuttgart, Friedrich Drucker found a many-colored box.what had been Stuttgart, Friedrich Drucker found a many-colored box.
Maddened by hunger and the memory of having eaten human flesh forMaddened by hunger and the memory of having eaten human flesh for
weeks, the man tore at the lid of the box with the bloodied stubs of hisweeks, the man tore at the lid of the box with the bloodied stubs of his
fingers. As the box flew open, pressed at a certain point, cyclonesfingers. As the box flew open, pressed at a certain point, cyclones
rushed out past the terrified face of Friedrich Drucker. Cyclones andrushed out past the terrified face of Friedrich Drucker. Cyclones and
dardark, k, wiwingngeded, , fafaceceleless ss shshapapes es ththat at ststrereakeaked d awaway ay ininto to ththe e ninighght,t,
followed by a last wisp of purple smoke smelling strongly of decayedfollowed by a last wisp of purple smoke smelling strongly of decayed

gardenias.gardenias.

But Friedrich Drucker had little time to ponder the meaning of theBut Friedrich Drucker had little time to ponder the meaning of the
purple smoke, for the next day, World War IV broke out.purple smoke, for the next day, World War IV broke out.


