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‘The black intelligence is the divination of the Mysteries of Night,
the attribution of reality to the forms of the invisible. It is belief
in vague possibility, light in dream... Let us respect the
Mysteries of the Shadow but keep our lamps burning.’

Eliphaz Lévi
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Introduction

THis Book explains aspects of occultism that are often
confused with ‘black magic’. Its aim is to restore the Left Hand
Path and to re-interpret its phenomena in the light of some of
its more recent manifestations. This cannot be achieved without
a survey of primal cults and the symbolic formulae which they
deposited. There exists no richer field for such a survey and no
more perfect a skeleton whereon to found it than the Fetish
systems of West Africa and their efflorescence in pre-monumental
Egyptian cults. Such a survey is presented in the first three
chapters, after which the symbols emerge into the light of historic
times and appear in the form of the Tantric Current explained
in Chapters Four and Five.

This Current appears to diverge into two major streams that
reflect endlessly the original rift between the votaries of the
feminine and the masculine creative principles known technically
in Tantra as the Left and Right Hand Paths. They are of the
Moon and the Sun and their confluence awakes the Fire Snake
(Kundalini), the Great Magick Power which illumines the hidden
path between them—the Middle Way—the path of Supreme
Enlightenment.

It is the almost universal failure to understand the proper
function of the Left Hand Path that has led to its denigration—
principally on account of its unconventional practices—and to




2 Cults of the Shadow

an imperfect realization of the ultimate Mysteries on the part of
those who are unable to synthesize the two.

The moon is associated with the ancient stellar cults of Africa,
the cradle of humanity and the origin of ‘black’ magic. But the
main cause of the vilification of the Left Hand Path by adherents
of; the solar and later cults—even to the present day—is due to
its connection with the feminine aspect of the Creative Principle.
It is the sex~-magical use of Woman in the rites of the Left Hand
Path that has made it universally suspect.

In a magical sense the Shadow is the counterpart or double'
that accompanies man as his astral twin, ever present and darkly
vibrant with the potential of its companion, the physical body.
It is also a symbol of the twilight realm of the undead, of
vampires, zombies, and phantom beasts such as the spectral
hyaena, a cult of which survives to this day; and of La Couleuvre
Noire (the Black Snake) whose modern votaries are said to
perform rites in places as dissimilar as Chicago, Madrid, and
Leogane (Haiti).

In a mystical sense the Shadow typifies the darkness that
supersedes the lightning flash of cosmic ecstasy adumbrated
biologically by the subtle alchemy of sexual congress. Woman,
actual or imagined, as the prime instigator of orgasm, is the
supreme shadow, the doubling agent through which the mind
reproduces and materializes its imagery. To this end she reifies
in human form the scintillant Fire Snake known to Adepts as
the Kundalini.

A human embodiment of this Ophidian Current can occur
only in female initiates possessing a peculiar constitution which
enables them to transmit its occult energies. Such women
appeared anciently as temple prostitutes, pythonesses, high
priestesses, and suvasinis of the Tantric cults of the Vama Marg
(Left Hand Path).

The formula of the ‘holy whore’ has persisted into modern
times in Aleister Crowley’s Cult of Love under Will with its
Scarlet Woman; in Austin Spare’s Zos Kia Cultus; in Michael

"Words such as double, dabble, dapple, doppelginger, ete., imply
duality of one kind or another; hence the diable or devil as the archetype
ol duplicity. See The Magical Revival, pp. 52—4.
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Bertiaux’s Voodoo Cult of the Black Snake, and in the sinister
Chinese Cult of the K# with its female demons and whores of
hell who—for all their harlotries—hold keys to the gates of
paradise.

The inherent dream, the true will, the primal obsession, are
terms used by initiates to denote the Hidden God that accom-
panies man through the cycles of birth and death, ever uniting
him with the Shade and seeking reification in the objective
universe. An Adept alone can determine which is the substance,
which the shadow.

Owing to the present state of humanity in this dark age of
Kali* there has been a great upsurge of primordial energy which
finds its fullest expression in the phenomena of sex. But if the
sexual energies are not properly controlled and polarized, destruc-
tion awaits the practitioner who uses them without fully under-
standing the formula of the Left Hand Path which is, of all
paths, the swiftest and the most dangerous.

It seems almost superfluous to add that a Magus only can
manipulate with impunity the Magical Current that charges these
Cults of the Shadow. As the Tantra® says: ‘One reaches heaven
by the very things which may lead to hell.’

2 Kali Yuga: A term used in the Tantras to denote Consciousness in its
densest aspect. This aspect has given birth to ‘Horus’, the Child of Force
and Fire who will ultimately burn up the dross of Matter and consume it
utterly in the Fire of Spirit. The resulting void is typified by Set (twin

shadow of Horus), the Satan of the later cults,
3 Kuldrnavatantra.
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| The Psycho-Sexual Substance
of the Shadow

THE SUBSTANCE or ‘tarot’ of the astral plane is the basis
of magick and of all magical operations. The word ‘tarot’ is
considered by many to be of unknown origin and of dubious
meaning; it has been associated almost exclusively with the curious
symbolic fortune-telling cards used in divination and sorcery.
But the word has a far more extensive connotation. By a
qabalistic method of permutation known as Temurah, the word
‘tarot’ signifies ‘law’ (tora),! ‘wheel’ (rota), and ‘principle’ or
‘essence’ (faro). Its derivation may be traced to the name of
the ancient Egyptian goddess Ta-Urt, which means the Mother
of Revolutions, or Cycles of Time. She was the type of periodic
law, and, by inference, of duration or eternity. The tarot of a
thing is therefore the essence of a thing, its inmost nature, its
principle, the law of its being. It is in this primal sense that the
term ‘tarot’ is used in this book where it denotes the essentially
sexual nature of man’s occult anatomy.

A glance at the accompanying figure will show how this tarot
links up with the major occult power-zones in the human
organism. It is necessary to be conversant with this map of

» ! The Talmudists equate Torah with Kether, the consort of Ain Soph.
See ‘“Transactions of the Blavatsky Lodge of the Theosophical Society’,
p- 3. (The Theosophical Company, Los Angeles, California, 1923.)
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DIAGRAM 1: The psycho-sexual Tarots of the Human Cross
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magical marmas in order to understand the precise nature of the
Shadow upon which the Cults here discussed are ultimately
based. Further, it is worth noting—though it is unwise to attach
too great a significance to the fact—that the sum total of the
letters® attributed to these marmas is three hundred and sixty,
suggesting the full cycle of electro-magnetic forces that circulate
in the astral anatomy of man.

Commencing from the head and proceeding downward we
note, first of all, the marma, chakra, or wheel of magical energy
known as the ajna chakra.® This is sometimes referred to as the
‘third eye’, the seat of the mystical vision of things unseen; of
other dimensions and extra-terrestrial planes of existence. The
qabalistic letter-graph of ajna is ayin, meaning ‘an eye’.* This
organ is also known as the Eye of Shiva. When this eye opens
(i.e. when this chakra, or lotus, blooms) the world of appearances
is said to disappear, revealing in its stead the substream of Reality
upon which is reared the edifice of phenomenal illusion. As such,
ajna is the Eye of the Light of Pure Consciousness,” which in the
Chinese magical tarot—the Yi King—is symbolized by the
trigram ==, Li. This solar light is balanced by that of the moon
in the next marma on the descending scale which is situated at
the base of the brain, at the back of the head. Aleister Crowley
notes® that this is the cerebral seat of the sexual energies in man.
The Chaldaean gabalah attributes the letter goph to this region,
and its numerical value, 100, combines the initials P(hallus) and
K(teis),” which are those of the magical instruments employed in
the creation of illusion.® The symbolism of the moon on the Tree
of Life comprehends the sexual functions, the lunar Sephirotic
focus being Yesod, which means ‘Foundation’, for the

2 j.e. the letters of the gabalistic or Chaldaean alphabet.

3 Sanskrit terms are here used to denote the subtle power-zones in the
magical body because of their now generally accepted use among Western
occultists.

4 Its numerical value is 70.

5Cf. note 1: Ain or Ayin Soph, the Eye of the Infinite, symbolized by
solar vision; the Eye of Ra,

6 Magick (Routledge edition), p. 183.

7 P=80; K =20, total, 100=Qoph, the number of Illusion.

8 Cf. Maya, illusion, with mayic or magic, the art of casting spells or
glamours.
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phenomenal world is founded on sexuality. The esoteric inter-
pretation of this lunar symbolism will become apparent in due
course. The goph zone is situated opposite the wheel or tarot
known as the Visuddha chakra, which has affinity with the Word
and the vibration of the Word, for it is in the region of the throat
—or its subtle counterpart—that the Word is made flesh through
the sexual vibrations flowing from goph. The Chinese trigram
==, sun, represents air; in this case the perfumes or kalas of
creative breath. These perfumes or emanations, in their turn,
receive an influx from the ajna chakra which is the seat of the
Will in man. In the ajna chakra are the 15 kalas, and the
shadow—or reflection—of the 16th.’

These two marmas, the one in the region of the ‘third eye’,
the other in the goph zone, formulate respectively the Will
and the Word, both of which fuse in Visuddha chakra to pro-
nounce the Ineffable Name. This is the region of the ‘Giants’,
the Nephilim, who procreate by Will alone, which mythical
fact is relevant because the numbers of these two marmas—ayin
and goph—have the value of 170, the number of the Chaldacan
word npil, meaning ‘a giant’. Also 170 is the number of itzo,
‘a bed’, which illuminates verse 66 (chapter 2) of AL :'"® ‘Work,
& be our bed in working! Thrill with the joy of life & death!

Ah! thy death shall be lovely : whoso seeth it shall be glad. Thy

death shall be the seal of the promise of our agelong love.” For
it is at the goph zone that the Will achieves its apotheosis, dying
to itself in the very act of endowing the Word with flesh.

The Chinese trigram corresponding to the lunar light of goph
is ==, Khan. The hexagrams resulting from the union of sun
and moon are the last two in the series of 64 hexagrams that
constitute the Book of Changes or Yi King. Similarly, the ajna
and the goph marmas are the last of the series of power-zones in
the subtle human anatomy."

? For the meaning of this statement, see chapters 4 and 5.

10 AL,: this word AL is used throughout the present book to denote
The Book of the Law (Liber AL wel Legis) which was transmitted to
Aleister Crowley in Cairo in 1904. See Chapter 6.

11 The cosmic lotus of one thousand petals (Sahasrarachakra), being
extra-biological, does not form one of the marmas of this psycho-sexual
tarot.

The Psycho-Sexual Substance of the Shadow

piacram 2 The tree of Life; The Cosmic Power-Zones and the
Afro-Tantric Kalas
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The next major marmas are located in the palms of the hands.
The hands are the focus of intense streams of ojas or magical
power. In the left palm the ojas is negative, passive, feminine,
in the right palm it is positive, active, masculine. When the palms
are in close contact, as in prayerful mudras of the hands, there
is an interchange and free flow of energy between the twin
terminals. The Adept can inform the circuit thus formed with a
current of will that sweeps through the body, cleansing it of
accumulated poisons. He can also draw down ojas from ajna
and goph, concentrating it in the right and left hands, and by
the placing of the palms upon certain marmas of another person’s
body, can kill or cure at a touch.

The numerical value of the Chaldaean word for palm—*kaph
—is 20, which is also the number of the word for hand (yod).
The two palms together, therefore, total 40, a number that yields
highly significant qabalistic correspondences. Forty is the number
of Gual, meaning ‘liberator’. This is a title of Yesod, the lunar
and specifically sexual power-zone on the Tree of Life (see
Diagram). The connection between these ideas is evident; the
palm (or hand) is the liberator of sexual energy in the priest or
the priestess during the sacred rites. In profane sexual activity
the connection is no less obvious. Furthermore, 40 is the number
of 1d THVH, the Hand of the Eternal, also of mem, the mystical
water, blood or wine that is drawn off by the hand in the rite
involving the priestess in her lunar phase. The combination of
these ideas reveals the magical import of the hand, and particu-
larly the palm,

The palm is used especially to arouse the marmas in one’s own
or another’s body. When the Adept stimulates the subtle power-
zones in the body of a specially prepared priestess, he causes
the Fire Snake'? to manifest at the level, or in the dimension
corresponding to that of his manipulations. He can thus exalt
the Kundalini from its abode at the base of the spine to any
marmas he may choose. When it rises to the ajna the woman
then becomes an inspired priestess, a seeress or sacred oracle

12 The Fire Snake is glyphed qabalistically by the letters Shin (attributed
to Fire) and Teth (a snake), which together form ShT, Set, the god or
power of this trans-sexual zone.
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gifted with clairvoyance; she sees into the past and into the future.
In certain Kaula Cults of the Left-Hand Path, where the worship
of the Goddess is performed exclusively at the level of the
muladharachakra,” the priestess, after concentrating ojas in the
palm of her left hand, arouses the Fire Snake and, not taking it
up the spine, sees clairvoyantly with her womh. This she does
during the time of catamenia, when the astral forces are able to
assume almost tangible form from the effluvia emanating from
her vaginal vibrations. Crowley alludes to this phenomena in his
commentary on the word goph:'* ‘“The Hebrew letter Qoph
represents the “hysterical” sealed womb at night; the womb ‘‘sees
things” in the glamour of physiological upset, while the Sun lurks.’

The seat of the Fire Snake is in the vulva which is—as it were
—the second eye. It is represented in the Chinese system by the
trigram ==, Khwan, and the kalas or effluvia of this eye are
represented by the trigram ==, Tui. This eye also is ayin'® whose
number, seventy, represents the material aspect of seven, the
number of the Primal Goddess."® Among other correspondences
are the words LIL, meaning night, and SVD, meaning ‘the
Secret’'” also a couch or seat, the god Set, a sacred chest, ark,
box or sarcophagus, all of which evoke ideas of death and,
mystically, life in death. Furthermore, in AL the word Khabs
(ChBs, a star, 70) is described as ‘the name of my House’, mean-
ing that the star is the name of the abode of the Fire Snake.
This is so, for the star is the Star of ShT, or Set.'® Furthermore,
it is written: ‘The Khabs is in the Khu, not the Khu in the
Khabs. Worship then the Khabs, and behold my light shed over
you!” The goddess is speaking and she is telling the priest that
The Star is in the place of magical power (ie. the queue or tail of
the goddess), not vice versa; an exhortation to worship the Star,

13 The Seat of the Fire Snake and the Seventh power-zone, or wheel of
magical force in the human organism.

14 See 777 Revised, London, 1955, p. 41. The misprint in that volume
has already been noted and corrected in The Magical Revival (page 132).

15 Note the similarity of the words for ‘eye’: Ajna, Ayin, ¥oni.

16 Her number is seven because she was originally typified by the seven
stars or Ursa Major. See Chapter 3. The seat of the Fire Snake is the
seventh power-zone in the psycho-sexual tarot of the human organism.

17 See Chapter 8. 18 See Chapter 3.
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Set, i.e. arouse the Fire Snake so that the light of the goddess
bathes the priest ‘in a sweet-smelling perfume of sweat’.”®

Finally, seventy is the number of IIN, meaning ‘wine’, the
inebriating fluid of which it is written: ‘To worship me take
wine and strange drugs.’ Wine is assimilated to the symbolism
of the kalas or ophidian emanations that are generated and
rendered vibrant by the magical invocation of the Fire Snake.?®
The svd or ‘secret’ eye is that mysterious organ about which
many dark hints appear in the literature of the occult; it is
usually associated with abhorrent mysteries, witchcraft and
sorcery. This eye is also feminine and it is represented by the
anus of the goat, for Capricorn is the astro-glyph of the Scarlet
Woman when she is used in the Rite for building up magical
power on the inner planes. It is represented by the Chinese
trigram ==, Kdn. Eliphas Lévi refers to this formula in his
Transcendental Magic, and Crowley—perhaps more than any
other magician—used it repeatedly.”” When applied to the male
the formula is debased to black magic and is condemned by the
Tantrics although its widespread use among the Arabs and the
Greeks of antiquity suggests that its value as a practical magical
formula is so great that no compunction was felt in employing
it. The correct interpretation of the ‘unmentionable vessel'—as
Crowley calls it in his Magical Record—is, as I have explained in
Aleister Crowley & the Hidden God, the organ of the priestess
during its lunar phase, and its formula is that of materialization;
hence its connection with the element Earth, for the formula
‘earths’ or reifies the current in tangible phenomena.

The last major bodily marma is associated with the element
Fire; either the fire of the Goddess in sexual heat, or that hidden
and volcanic energy glyphed by the most sacred letter of the
qabalistic alphabet—yod—the number 10. Yod is the point or
bindu created by the fusion of the phallus (I) and the kteis (O):
hence 10. The Chinese trigram corresponding to the element,
fire, is that of = =, Kan.

19 The kalas emanating from the vagina.

20 Sce Aleister Crowley & the Hidden God, Chapter 8,

21 See The Magical Record of the Beast 666, edited and annpotated
by John Symonds and Kenneth Grant. Duckworth, 1972.
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The sexual tarot of the complete human being thus forms the
qabalistic cross of the four quarters which is also the circle, for
the total numeration of the letters of the marmas is 360, the
number of degrees in a circle.

The cross of the four quarters was the symbol—in the earliest
cults—of the place of intersection between Spirit and Matter. It
is the emblem of Baron Samedhi, of Maitre Carrefour, the Lord
of the Crossroads and God of the Dead, who has to be evoked
before the spirit-world can be entered.

This scheme of sexual tarots comprehends also the eight
trigrams which form, in permutation, the 8 x 8 (64) hexagrams
of the most ancient Chinese system of magic. The human body is
thus a compendium of, and the basis for, all the major occult
systems, as well as being the substance of the shadow in which the
world of phenomenal being appears to undergo its ceaseless
transformations.

There are in all 16 astrol-sexual tattvas or tarots—8 in the
female organism and 8 in the male—and they form the basic
lattva-pattern, which, together with their etheric counterparts
form the 32 tarots. These are the primal occult power-zones
whereupon was founded the qabalistic Tree of Life with its 32
Paths, and, long ages earlier, the 64* Fa or principles of Chinese
mysticism, where they are identified with the hexagrams of the
Yi Ying.

The most perfect tarot-patiern for magical purposes, however,
is the Chaldaea-qabalistic scheme which comprises the 10
Sephiroth or cosmic power-zones with their 22 rays or paths
leading into the depths of human consciousness and uniting each
individual centre with its fellow star by an infinitely ramifying
network of astro-magnetic vibrations. The Ten Sephiroth repre-
sent the cosmic or planetary power-zones, seats of power convey-
ing the influence from transplutonic regions veiled by the triple
Veil of the Negative : Ain, Ain Soph, Ain Soph Aur which are

22 4ina (ayin, 70) + Qopk (100) 4 Kaph, Kaph (40) + Kteis (ayin,

»70) -+ Anus (ayin, 70) + Yod (10) = 360, the number of days in the

circle of the year discounting the five ‘lost’ days when the mystical
occultation of the moon occurs. See pages 81 and 156.
23 j.e. the reflection or duplication of the 32 power-zones.
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Nothingness, Limitlessness, and Limitless Light (the LVX of the
Gnostics).

The planetary power-zones are Pluto, Neptune, Uranus,
Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Mercury, Venus, and Luna. Each
has its primal ray, kala, or magical influence, each is radiant.
Various god-forms are ascribed to each of these seats of power :
Harpocrates or Nuit, to the Ain; Hadit or Set to Pluto; Dagon
or Nodens to Neptune; Choronzon® to Uranus; Maut or Isis to
Saturn; Amoun to Jupiter; Horus to Mars; Asar or Ra to Sol;
Hathor to Venus; Anubis to Mercury; Shu to Luna.

The 22 kalas, rays, or paths are projections or vehicles of the
cosmic energies in the psycho-sexual network of the human body.
They not only convey the Primal Kala from the transplutonic
aethyrs but are themselves forms of this kala which, passing
through the prism of a particular cosmic power-zone condenses
and radiates its influence into the subtle aura of the earth. To
each path or ray is assigned a qabalistic value and an elemental
or stellar sign. The eleventh path,® which is of particular
importance in the present era, is ascribed to the element Air?
or Space and to the letter aleph. This kala is symbolized by the
double-headed eagle, symbol of the Holy Ghost. It is the Path of
the Child—Hoor-paar-Kraat—the Babe in the Egg. Its
elemental attribution is akasha, or Spirit, the black egg of which
is typified by the crocodile, Sebek, which links it with the kala of
Set.

The 12th kala is the Path of the Magus ruled over by Mercury
and symbolized by the Phallus. It represents the fluidic basis of
all forms of transmission and its qabalistic symbol is Beth and
the Wand of the Magician. It is ascribed to the Messenger, and
the cynocephalus or ape of Thoth is the cognate symbol.

The 13th kala is that of the Virgin, the High Priestess who has
special affinity with the moon and with the essences contained

24 See Chapter g for an explanation of this complex concept.

25 The eleventh path is actually the first path or kala; the cosmic
power-zones or Sephiroth from Pluto to Luna being reckoned as the first
ten paths.

26 The four elements Air, Fire, Water, Earth are not the terrestrial
elements but elemental tarots or principles of which the four familiar
elements are the terrestrial forms.
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in the lunar radiations of the female. It is the sphere of the
unawakened (i.e. entranced or sleeping) Isis, or of Artemis, the
Huntress, with her dogs.

The 14th kala, represented by the alchemical element, Salt,
is that of the Great Mother and her offspring. It represents the
Wife, the continuity of life and inheritance of blood which
unites all forms of nature. The White Eagle typifies the
alchemical salt, the white tincture of the nature of silver. Its
qabalistic value is daleth, meaning ‘a door’, the vaginal orifice
of the Wife as also of all manifested life. The ruling cosmic
influence in Venus.

The 15th kala, Hé, is also attributed to the Mother and to
the five-pointed star of physical reproduction : the double blood
of the Mother represented by the glyph of Aquarius with its
twin streams of life-giving fluid. In the old systems of initiation
which obtained during the previous aeon,” this kala was ascribed
to the Ruler who represents the alchemical element Sulphur.
The ruler now, however, is ascribed to the 28th ray.”® It is
significant that Aquarius, the star-complex symbolic of the twin
streams of magico-mystical energy in man links, not the Spheres
of Yesod and Netzach [Luna and Venus] as formerly, but the
Sphere of the Zodiac (Chokmah) and the Sun-Son (Tiphareth),
thus yielding the key of this Aeon’s formula. It is not the limited
Venusian ray that is blended with the Moon of illusion and
witchcraft to produce the glamour of objective existence, but the
perfect blending of the stellar current, represented by Chokmah,
with that of the solar-phallic consciousness in man. In other
words, the influx of stellar energies from beyond the solar system
is streaming in to illumine the Sun of our system, which is none
other than Ra-Hoor-Khuit, the Crowned and Conquering Child,
Horus triumphant.

The next ray carries these energies from Chokmah to Chesed
via the Son-Priest, typified by Taurus. Chesed is the vehicle of
Jupiter the ‘King’, thus indicating that the rule of the Child or

. 27 See Magick, by Aleister Crowley (Routledge, 1973) for an account of
the succession of acons.

28 See The Book of Thoth, by Aleister Crowley (O.T.O., London, 1944)
where a full explanation of this change is given.
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Son-Priest is to be established in the current aeon. The ray
complementary to that of Aquarius is characterized by the twins
—Set-Horus—ruled by the energies of Zain, the Sword.?® The
twin powers of the 15th kala are thereby perfectly balanced by
the ‘twins’: the 17th kala through the medium of the High
Priest, the 16th kala. Here is the crux of the system of kalas as
manifested in the present Aquarian Age, and the key to the
mystical formulae of the Aeon of Horus as represented in
Crowley’s Cult of Love under Will.3

The 16th kala is the supreme and final kala in the ancient
system of Tantra. It is the culmination of the 15th, which was
known in Akkad as Ishtar, the Goddess 15.3' The kalas were
expressed by and through the ‘goddess’ in the form of the virgin
or unawakened?? priestess in her oracular phase.

In the Aeon of Isis, even as today in the Aeon of Horus, the
Mother still represents the 15th kala under the form of the dual
essences of life represented by the sign Aquarius.

The mystical kalas of the Kaula Circle flowered at the time
of the full moon, i.e. when the priestess assumed her lunar or
oracular phase. This represents the stellar consciousness in its
lunar phase under the dominance of Pisces, which ruled a former
aecon. Now, in the Aeon of Horus, it is her ‘son’—the High
Priest—who invokes the kalas of Nuit via the Woman girt with
the sword, the Woman pregnant with the twins who give voice to
the oracle of the mighty gods.*® The emphasis is upon the inter-
vention of the male, not as the Father—Osiris—as in the previous
aeon, but as the son or child, Horus. The 16th kala is therefore
the pivot around which the entire system of stars or essences
revolves, and the remaining 16 that go to compose the system of
32 Paths are reflections of these 16 in various degrees of out-
wardly directed energy. '

The Virgin, the Whore, and the Mother are represented by the

23 Cf. AL. Chapter III, verse 11. ‘Let the woman be girt with a sword
before me ; let blood flow to my name.’

30 See Chapters 6 and 7.

3 See Aleister Crowley & the Hidden God, Chapter 2 and elsewhere.

32 i.e, entranced; the ‘sleeping’ princess of fairy lore.

33 Title of the 6th Key of the Egyptian Tarot, according to the system
used in the Hermetic Order of the Goden Dawn.
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13th, 14th, and 15th kalas respectively; in the 16th kala these
three aspects of the feminine formula are gathered together
and invoked by the Son-Priest represented by The Beast (i.e.
Taurus). In ancient Egyptian symbolism, Taurus—the ‘bull” of the
mother—was not only her consort, he was also her son (Horus),
and his twin brother—Set—was hidden within him: ‘For two
things are done and a third thing is begun. Isis and Osiris are
given over to incest and adultery. Horus leaps up thrice armed
from the womb of his mother. Harpocrates his twin is hidden
within him. SET is his holy covenant, that he shall display in
the great day of M.A.A.T., whose name is Truth.”

This passage contains the entire doctrine of the New Aeon,
even to the adumbration of the future Aeon of Maat which is due
to follow upon the present era.*®

The 18th Path, or Ray, is symbolized by the letter Cheth which
is also the numeral eight; it represents the height, or summit,
of the mysterious processes that have preceded it. This kala is
under the aegis of Cancer—the primal Creative Power—which
balances, on the left side of the Tree, the kala of the High Priest,
on the right. This primal Power is linked directly with the High
Priest by the reciprocal Path, 19, which is to the Priest what the

14th kala is to the Priestess.

The 1gth ray is typified by the lion-servant, Teth, the solar-
phallic power which counterbalances the Daleth-Door symbolism
of the Priestess. The combination of the Beast, in the form of
the lion-serpent, with the Priestess or Whore—the Venusian
door or gate—generates the secret seed represented by Virgo, the
hermit, the spermatozoon that is the essence of the 20th kala.
This confers upon the Priest the title of the All-Father, Three-
in-One, represented by Jupiter the King who presides over the
218t kala. Thus is the Venusian Force fulfilled in the Path of
the Balance (Libra). This has a special significance in the New
Aeon Cults for the letter L is the secret glyph of this kala, and,
together with Aleph (the eleventh kala that is also the first)
constitutes AL, the key number—g1—of The Book of the Law,
the grimoire or magical enchiridion of the New Acon.

4 [iber A'Ash vel Capricorni Pneumatici. See Magick, pp. 496-8.
15 See Chapter 8 for Frater Achad’s interpretation of the Aeon of Maat.
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Immediately after this critical stage in the rite the priest
is slain in the ‘water’, or blood, of the 29rd kala. There he
undergoes the transformation typified by Scorpio on the 24th
Path. Scorpio is associated with the sexual energies in the
human body, and it is by virtue of the sexual machinery of the
female—represented by the Dragon of Corruption (Scorpio)—
that the link between the Sun (Tiphereth) and the Moon (Yesod)
is effected by the 25th kala. Tiphereth is the solar-consciousness;
Yesod, the lunar: the solar-phallic, male-female, conjunction of
power-zones that creates the conditions of full manifestation
represented by the Goat, Capricornus, who rules the 26th kala.
This is the Beast of the Tarot of the Egyptians represented by or
as ‘the Devil’, Baphomet, the symbolism of whose ‘secret eye’ has
been explained. Capricorn is also the zoomorphic totem of the
Scarlet Woman and the ‘Symbol of that gigantic power whose
colour is scarlet, and who has affinity with Capricorn, or
Babalon.”® The esoteric gloss upon the symbolism of the Goat
in relation to the formula of the Scarlet Woman is to be found
in the Tantric Tradition where the goat is sacred to Kali, whose
talisman is blood. This kala has important affinities with the lunar
cycle as it manifests through the Priestess at the time of the
occultation of the sun, hence the symbolism of the ‘blind’ or
hidden eye. It is this sanguine ray that forms the basis of the
27th kala, which is dominated by Mars, a god that was originally
related to blood spilt in sexual assault’” and the blood denoting
the right—or ‘rite’—time for magical copulation. The later
association of Mars with war, and with blood shed in violence,
was made by those who failed to understand the nature of the
primitive mysteries.*®

The 28th ray is ascribed to Aries, the Ruler, the omnipotent
kala represented in Alchemy by the Red Tincture, the fiery
element of the cosmos whose element, Sulphur, well typifies
that metal which is of the nature of gold. The 28th kala is thus

36 See The Djeridensis Working (Magical & Philosophical Commen-
taries on The Book of the Law by Aleister Crowley, edited by Symonds and
Grant, with an Introduction by Kenneth Grant. Montreal, 1974.)

37 Resulting in the rupture of the hymen.

3 See The Source of Measures (J. Ralston Skinner), quoted in The
Secret Doctrine (1888 edition), vol. IL, p. 43.
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the complement of the kala of the Whore or Priestess—the 14th
or Venusian kala—and of the White Eagle of the Alchemists
which represents the continuity of life and inheritance of blood
uniting all forms of nature : the White Tincture of the nature of
silver. The Ruler originally typified the 15th kala which is now
under the aegis of the Star Set-Isis,”® as already explained. The
power of the Ruler flows directly on to the Sphere of Malkuth,
the Kingdom of Earth itself, the 1oth kala that conceals the
transplutonic elements of the first kala, Kether. The vehicle or
menstruum of the Ruler’s energy is the 29th kala, under the
aegis of Qoph, the piscean vibration discussed previously in
connection with the psycho-sexual energies at the base of the
cerebellum. It is presided over by the Moon and Balances (Libra)
—the goth kala—which is principally solar though with
mercurial and lunar undertones.

The gist kala is specially relevant to the symbolism of the
New Aeon. It is the Path of the Fire Snake and of the Spirit
of Flame which links the power-zone of Mercury—the male
generative energy—with that of the Earth herself (the 1oth kala,
or muladharachakra) which is the abode of the material Fire
Snake, as Yesod (the gth kala, or svadisthanachakra) is that of
the astral Fire Snake. Thirty-one is the number of AL, the key
of the Book of the Law, and one third of g3, the supreme
magical formula of Thelema (Love under Will). In reverse, AL
(meaning ‘God’) is LA (meaning ‘Not’ or Nuit) and its number
31, also in reverse, becomes 13, the number of Unity and of the
Virgin or entranced priestess.

Thirty-one thus links the Fire Snake with the cosmic power-
zones through the medium of the High Priestess who reverses
the magical current, i.e. exalts the Fire Snake to the spheres of
transplutonic radiance before flooding the earth—the ‘Kingdom’,
Malkuth—with the light of Cosmic Consciousness.

The final stage of this entire complex formula of kalas is
fulfilled, or ‘earthed’, in the g2nd kala, which is the complete
projection in material terms of the 16th kala which it doubles
or reflects. It is in fact the projection of the ‘Stone’ of which

3 j.e. Sothis.
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the Alchemists speak. The whole is summed up in the glyph of
the Tau, or Sign of the Cross, this being the Point of Return to
the Source of All. Tau is the Sigil of the god Set, whose formula
has now been completed.

The foregoing explanation, long as it has been, explains one
use of the Tree of Life as a magical engine and as a living map
of cosmic kalas flowing into the solar system from beyond the
veils of the Ain; from voids beyond space. The links and inter-
relations of these cosmic influences can be apprehended by
reference to the eight marmas or power-zones in the human body
and the 16 kalas which they generate; also by the 32 (4x8)
astral tarots of the Tree of Life no less than by the 64 (8x8)
Fa of the Chinese Yi King. In the Tantric system an analogy to
the kalas on the Tree may be discerned in the yanira of the
Goddess Dakshinakalika, where the 15 steps of her ‘yoni’ repre-
sent the lunar kalas which culminate in the central bindu, the
16th kala®®

The Tree of Life in its schematic form represents the
ganglionic complexity of the psycho-sexual anatomy of man with
particular reference to the endocrine system and its secretions.
Initiates have for many ages been aware that this system has a
subtle affinity with the chakras referred to by the ancient
Hindus and Chinese, by seers or rishis who were able to see
clairvoyantly—by the use of the ajnachakra—the scintillant web
of brilliance that coursed through the denser masses of its
shadowy physical counterpart. Dion Fortune stressed the analogy;
in her novel, Moon Magic, she explains the processes of sexual
magick through the polarized activity of these glandular secre-
tions. The endocrine system in the microcosm therefore mirrors
the macrocosmic marmas and sandhis existing as event-acts in
extra-physical, non-spatial, dimensions. The Tree of Life, in this
sense, becomes an esoteric instrument delineating the transmission
of cosmic energies and their condensation and storage in the
planetary power-zones (i.e. the Sephiroth), which, in turn, act
as prismatic radiators through which the kalas of the zones ray
out for distribution throughout the occult anatomy of man.

40 See Aleister Crowley & the Hidden God, Chapter 3.

The Psycho-Sexual Substance of tke Shadow 21

Michael Bertiaux, a present day Initiate, has well described
the mechanics of such an occult instrument : ;

There are physical machines which serve as anchors or groundings
for astral machines. This might take the form of a diagram on
paper, which shows the outline of an astral machine, or it might
be a mathematical formula which gives the operational nature
(what it 1s and how it works) of an astral, mental, or intuitional
machine.*!

It is essential to bear in mind this dynamic and magical use
of the Tree when assigning to the Sephiroth and Paths the
various formulae of the tarotic arcana. The designs of the Atus,
for instance, are delineations of the ceaseless inflow and outflow
of cosmic energies and their interrelation with the ‘magical mirror’
of man’s psycho-sexual sheaths. This is particularly evident in
Crowley’s designs where the symbolism is patently of an alchemical
and psycho-sexual nature. The use of the Tree merely as a ‘filing
cabinet’, or some similar static system of reference, is contrary
to the whole esoteric tradition, yet this attitude is adopted by all
but a few of the so-called initiated Cults working with these
currents today. In past ages, as in the Tantric Cults of India,
China, and Mongolia, as well as in the Draconian Cults of
Egypt, the Tree existed—not necessarily in the form in which we
know it today—as the secret vevers of African cults, the yantras
of Indian Tantra, no less than in the ancient Fa symbols of the
Chinese which have come down to us as the 8 trigrams and 64
hexagrams of the Yi King. It is the interrelation of macrocosmic
and microcosmic forces, and their ramifying course through the
subtle anatomy of the human body, that underlies the traditional
glyphs of the Mysteries now largely stylized to such an extent
that their true meaning has been effectively concealed from all
but initiates. It is due largely to the works of Adepts like Aleister
Crowley, Dion Fortune, Austin Spare, and the continuation of
their work in the cults founded or inspired by them that the
genuine occult tradition was not totally lost to the Western world.

41 Lesson 2, Part I, Third Year Course in Esoteric Engineering. From
the Private Papers of The Monastery of the Seven Rays written by
Michael Bertiaux.
2—COTS * *
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On the other hand, the purely passive use of the Tree of Life
proves also of value in illumining the nature of ancient cults and
their relation to the present day manifestations of them. This
will become apparent when we consider the primal African cults
from which Voodoo and Obeah emerged to become fully
cffective generators of magical energy.

2

The Afro-Tantric Tarot
of the Kalas

Tue TrEeE of Life has been described as the ‘ground-plan of
the Western Esoteric Tradition’.! It is this, and much more, in
4 sense other than that demonstrated in the previous chapter.
Its delineations are capable of illumining the arcane systems of
classical antiquity by reference to the cults from which they
originally emerged : the cults of Africa.

Furthermore, traces of some of the most obscure magical
languages are yet extant in some of the god names, place names
and ancient dialects of Africa. In the West African ‘fetish’ cults,
for instance, are preserved some of the primal names of magical
power that were carried over and integrated with Egyptian and
Chaldaean traditions at a much later age. The pantheons of these
primal cults are replete with names suggesting Enochian,

Atlantean, and even earlier rootage. Odudua, the Supreme
Genetrix, worshipped by the peoples of Yoruba, Dahomey,
Benin, and neighbouring kingdoms, was undoubtedly the type-

name and the root of the most ancient deity known to man,
later worshipped in masculine form as Od,Ad or Had,Hadit, the
Chaldaean form of Set. Similarly, Ol-i-orun or Oludumare ‘The
All Powerful’ carries distinctly Enochian echoes,? while the name

! Dion Fortune: The Mystical Qabalah, and elsewhere.
! See The Equinox, Vol. No. viii. Samuel Weiser, New York, 1973.
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Oga-ogo, “The Most Glorious’, is reminiscent of Ar-O-Go-Go-
Ru-Abrao in the mighty Satanic invocation that has been trans-
lated as “Thou spiritual Sun! Satan, Thou Eye, Thou Lust; Cry
aloud ! Whirl the Wheel, O my Father, O Satan, O Sun!™

Both these deities, Oliorun and Oga-Ogo, are expressions of
the din, or Eye of the Void, which in the primal African Cult
was known as Elemi, a name which was said to be incommuni-
cable. It was the equivalent of El or AL, continued in the
Draconian Cults as El Shaddai or Al Shaitan, the stellar deity
worshipped by the Arabs and the Jews and by the earliest settlers
in Sumer. Alemi or Alhim became the Elohim of biblical lore.*
These gods or cosmic powers pour through the Veil of the 4in—
the All-seeing Eye—which has its human analogue in the ajna-
chakra, concentrated in the first power-zone (Kether) as Obatala.
Obatala, meaning ‘the King of whiteness and light’, was pre-
served in the occult tradition of the Tree of Life. One of the
titles of Kether is “The White Head’. In African symbolism
whiteness represents Spirit, and the light of Spirit. During the
celebration of the Mysteries the neophyte was plastered with
white ash or clay to denote his transformation into a spirit, and
his ability thereafter to function in the world of spirits. White was
therefore revered in the Mysteries as the holiest of hues. Obatala
as ‘The King of Whiteness’ was a trans-sexual deity, but when
whiteness later came to symbolize creative potency, as the white
seed or semen, Obatala then became the equivalent of the mascu-
line component of deity. He is the African logos and it is the
work of Obatala to form the child in the womb, his feminine
aspect, Odudua. Odudua is the chief goddess of the African
pantheon. Her name means ‘The Black One’.® An alternative
name of Odudua is Iya Agba “The Mother who Receives’, an
exact equivalent of the gabalistic Binah, the third sephira of the
Tree of Life. Obatala and Odudua, the White and the Black,
were, in the beginning, locked in copulation and hermetically
sealed in a bottle-gourd; Obatala in the lid (i.e. the head), and
Odudua in the bottom of the bottle which was engulfed in the

3 Magick (Crowley), Routledge edition, 1973, p. 357.
4 Cf. Crowley’s remarks on Alhim as a magical formula; Magick, p. 162.
5 Dudu, black; fwa, existence. Had, or Set, also means ‘the black one’.
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Great Sea® and enveloped in profound darkness—the primeval
gulf located on the Tree of Life as the Abyss between Chokmah
and Binah. Obatala represents all supernal things; Odudua, all
infernal things. Obatala is Mind; Odudua is Matter. Obatala is
Heaven; Odudua is Hell. These concepts are implicit in the
whitened gourd” which is provided with a cover or veil in the
sacred temples of the Mysteries. These twin deities are actually
One God and this idea is conveyed by a statue having a single
foot, a single arm, and a tail terminating in a ball or globe.

The cosmic power-zones, Chokmah and Binah, that are
assigned to Obatala and Odudua respectively typify the dual
currents of magical energy known as the Ob and the Od.® In the
physical organism the control of these two currents of occult
clectricity implies the inhibition of the usual results of sexual
congress. The libido is not earthed, but magically directed so as
to incarnate in a form specially prepared for its reception, viz:
a talisman, sigil, yantra, or vever that is the vehicle of the deity
invoked. The formula of the Ob and the Od, and therefore of
Obatala and Odudua is resumed in the glyph known as the
Caduceus of Mercury (see diagram). The triple tongue of flame
formed by the heads of the twin serpents and the ball of the
wand represents the natural and central Fire equilibrated by the
polarization of the Ob and the Od. Ob’ is the lunar vibration
used by the Magus when he rouses the Chokmah power-zone in
conjunction with Yesod, hence the designation of the Chokmah
Grade in the magical hierarchy of the A."A..' is 9® =20 (the
numbers of Yesod and Chokmah respectively). Od'' is the vibra-
tion of the Magical Light of Set. Aour,'* Light—the LUX of the

6 (If, Binah, one of whose designations is The Great Sea.

7“The gourd or calabash was a figure of the first heaven that opened
in the beginning. This...contained the waters, Hence the natives of
Hayti have a tradition that the flood burst forth from a most capacious
gourd’. (Massey, Natural Genesis, vol. I1, p. 182.)

8 See Diagram, p. 26.

9 Ob or AVB=g, the lunar current.

10 A-.A.~. These initials stand for Argenteum Astrum (Silver Star), a
name of the Great White Brotherhood.

11 Od or AVD =11, the Magick Light.

12 Aour = magical light, or electricity.
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Gnostics—is the solar vibration: the sun in the heavens; con-
sciousness in humanity; gold in metals. The secret of magnetism,
as of magick, consists in ruling the fatality of the serpent (Ob)
by the intelligence and power of Od in order to create the
perfect equilibrium which manifests as Aour, the Magick Light,
in balanced polarity, vibrating in readiness to create.

piacrAM §: The Caduceus of Mercury

In the Tantric cults the globe of the wand equates with the
bindu, the concentration in a single point or seed of cosmic
creativity. Aour is then the sushumna, the central column of
the Tree of Life, the spinal column in man, while Ob and Od
are the left and right nerve currents.” When polarized, they

13 The ida and pingala nadis; i.e. the lunar and solar currents mani-
festing in the human body as the left and right branches of the, ganglionic
nerve structure,
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arouse the Fire Snake sleeping at the base of the spine. The
Kundalini then shoots upward and becomes the central fire-
tongue of triple flame, the flame of Spirit in the Caduceus
symbolism. This has the form of the letter Shin(w ), the letter of
Fire and Spirit attributed to Shaitan or Set. The word Shin
signifies a ‘tooth’; it is the typical tri-dent of Spirit, the horn
or bone of resurrection typified by the phallus of Osiris, the
trident of the Indian Shaivites, no less than by the Fork of
Neptune, Poseidon, Dagon, and other ancient gods of the deep.
The number of Shin is 300, which repeats the triple or threefold
symbolism, for 100 is the sum of the initials of the P(hallus) and
the K(teis), the magical instruments that create the phenomenal
world. The number 100 is therefore the number of illusion.

The word Ob or Aub is of major significance in the primal
mystery cults of inner Africa. According to Gerald Massey :
‘Dr. Hahn derives the word Aub from a Hottentot root, Au,
meaning to flow, or bleed. The motion of the serpent made it a
type of that which flows—water flows, blood flows—and the
Serpent flows along the ground. Cf. the MOQNR IMIM, or
fountain of blood for the feminine pudenda, Lev. xii. 7, which
is likewise the Tepht (hole) of the Snake.

‘The witch of Endor was described as a woman with know-
ledge of Aub (Ob), because the witch, whether African, Assyrian,
Egyptian or European, is a pythoness, a serpent-woman possessed
of the knowledge and wisdom of the Obeah or Ophite Cult. Sir
Richard Burton, in Dahome, notes the feminine origin of the
priesthood, the Danhgwe-no or Fetish Priests of Hwida, whose
titles signify the Mothers of the Serpent.’

Odudua, the personification of the ophidian current was the
presiding deity of the City of Ado,' where a temple of sacred
prostitution was established in her name, not far from Badagry.
Ado is a terrestrial power-zone similar in kind to the sacred
centre of the Tantrics in Kamarupa (Assam) where, according
to tradition, the earth menstruates.”” Odudua thus equates with
the Scarlet Whore of Babylon.

* 14 Ado means whoredom. Note that Ado (ADV) is qabalistically equiva-
lent to 11, the number of AVD (Od) the Magick Light,
1* See Avalon, Hymns to the Goddess, Introduction.
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Next in importance to Odudua is the African Jupiter Shango
of Jakuta. He dwells above the firmament in an immense palace
with gates of bronze. His brother Ogun, sometimes known as
Ogoun Badagris—the bloody war-god—equates with the Sphere
of Mars (Geburah) on the Tree of Life. Iron is his sacred metal
and it is used in the Rites of Blood that celebrate his mass.

The solar aspect of Shango and his attribution to Tiphereth,
the Sixth Sephira, owes itself to the fact that like most mythical
beings Shango was supposed to have assumed human form as an
historical king of Yoruba. He was rejected by his people after
the usual fashion of redeemers and hanged himself upon a tree
called Ayan.'® Having chosen to die he later resurrects as a
fetish, or oricha, and becomes the Lord of the Dead. The incident
gave to Shango the additional name of Obakoso, King of ITkoso,
which is the place in which he hanged himself and was subse-
quently buried. Ikaso was thereafter hallowed and very soon
became a city for people who gradually gravitated to the place
and built houses for the priests of the oricha. Until comparatively
recent times the kings of Yoruba visited Ikoso on the day of their
coronation to receive the Sword of Shango and the insignia of
their executive power.

The African Venus, Ifa, is the original of the Hebrew Eva.
Nothing was done without consulting Ifa. She was regarded as
the messenger and interpreter of the gods, and through her agency
alone the fetishes manifested. She established herself at Ado,
the city sacred to Odudua, after having been banished from the
city of Ife. This is an allusion to the degradation of the Great
Mother to the status of the Great Whore of later theogonies.

As the central or solar power-zone—Tiphereth—is always
attributed to a god who is slain and whose redeeming blood saves,
so the Venusian-Lunar attribution of Netzach affords the
feminine inversion of the primal myth, showing how the Goddess
gradually became degraded as the God was exalted.

In some myths Ifa is regarded as masculine, and at Ado—the
City of Prostitution—he planted a palm-nut which produced
sixteen palm trees from the same root. The symbolism of the

16 The symbolism of the hanged, extended, or crucified saviour is not
uncommon in the lives of mythical redeemers; cf Christ, Witoba, etc.
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number 16 is of major importance. The following is a primal
myth quoted by Farrow which shows clearly the magico-sexual
origin of the fetish :

In the early days of the world, when the human race was few in
number, the gods were stinted in sacrifice and so often went
hungry and had to forage for themselves. Ifa took to fishing, but
had no success, and, being hungry, consulted Eshu (who is also
called Elegha), who told him that if he could obtain sixteen
palm-nuts from the two palm-trees of Orungan, the chief man,
he would show Ifa how to forecast the future. Ifa could then
use his knowledge to forecast the future and benefit mankind,
and so receive abundance of offerings in return; but he stipulated
that the first choice of all offerings should be his. Ifa agreed, and
went to Orungan to ask for the nuts, telling him for what pur-
pose he required them. Orungan, delighted at the prospect, took
his wife with him and hastened to get the nuts; but, finding the
trees too high, drove the monkeys to them, who ate the pulp of
the fruit and threw down the ‘nuts’, i.e. the hard shell which
contains an oily kernel. Orungan’s wife, Orishabi by name, tied
these in her waist-cloth, as a child is carried, and so bore them to
Ifa. Elegba (Eshu) then taught Ifa, who, in turn, taught
Orungan, and so made him the first babalawo. Therefore when a
man goes to consult Ifa, his wife always accompanies him, or,
if he is unmarried, his mother, and the woman carries the
sixteen palm-nuts . . ."7

The symbolism of the 16 palm-nuts and the 16 ripe dates
from which the monkeys began to eat the red pulp which
surrounds the stones conceals the mystery of the 16 Kalas, rays
or emanations of feminine magnetism referred to by the Tantrics
and the Tamil Siddhas. Dates are the special symbol of Ifa who
is also known as Bango, the goddess of the palm-nut, and sixteen
palm-nuts are used when consulting the fetish and receiving an
oracle.

The Mercurial Current of the Tree of Life is typified by Aje
Chaluga, god of riches. He is a son of Olokun, the great deep,
and his emblem is an enormous sea-shell. The marine symbolism

17 The priests of Ifa are called babalawos—'the father who has the
secret’. The quotation is from Faith, Fancies and Fetich, S. Farrow,
London, 1924, p. 38.
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is continued in the Yesodic power-zone by Iyemoja, ‘the Mother
of Fish’. She is also known as the ‘Foundation’ from whence
issued all the gods and goddesses. From Ife, that is from the
gaping womb'® of Iyemoja, emerged in great confusion all the
deities.

Finally, to the Earth-Sphere, Malkuth, is attributed Dada, god
of nature and vegetation. Perhaps Odudua as Ile, the earth, also
belongs here. On the other hand, this form of Odudua might
more aptly be attributed to the 14th kala, (vide infra).

The ten cosmic power-zones concentrate the influences of the
major African deities that were later to reappear in the West
Indian cults of Obeah, the Jamaican Myal and Wanga cults and
the Voodoo systems generally. But before these influences could
become absorbed into the human life-wave they had to flow into
the microcosm by the appropriate paths or rays which unite the
power-zones into the complex network of which the Tree of
Life is a working model.

The air-ray of the 11th kala is attributed to Afefe, ‘the wind’,
messenger of Oya and one of the three consorts of Chango. Oye
is described as the Genius of the African Wind who dwells with
the spirit of the locusts in the grand temple of Legha (Elegbaj,
chief of the the evil genii. This kala is also represented by
Orungan (the air), raper of his mother Iyemoja. In the Tarot of
Tahuti this ray is attributed to the Holy Spirit whose sacred
‘breath’ impregnates the Virgin. Orungan is thus an African
precursor of the Ruach, the Holy Spirit.

To the path of Beth, the 12th kala, is assigned Osanyin, the
‘genius of medicine’. He is, of all the genii, the most highly
revered and the most frequently invoked. His symbol is an iron
rod surmounted by the image of a bird, which reveals his con-
nection with the Mercurial Aesculapius. Aroni, another deity of
the mercurial ray is a genius of the forest; he is also skilful in
medicine, but mischievous, capricious and dreaded by those who
do not understand his nature. He occasionally appears in human
form with a dog’s head” and having one foot. At other times

18 Tfe =Eva, the genetrix.
19 See Magick (Routledge edition), Part 1T, Chapter 8.
20 Cf. the Egyptian Mercury, Anubis, the jackal or'dogheaded deity.
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he appears as a whirlwind which sweeps through the forest
carrying the leaves before it.

The 13th kala is dominated by the Moon and appears in the
form of Ochosi, a hunter; his symbol is the bow. The full impli-
cations of the occult significance of the bow are discussed in
Aleister Crowley & the Hidden God, Chapter 7. The reference
is to lunar or periodic blood, and this is borne out by the ascrip-
tion to this ray of the gods of the lagoons, Togo and Once,
waters which equate with the Egyptian Pool of Punt or ‘Red
Sea’. These lagoons featured in the administration of law and
order from the time of the most ancient African kings. The
accused was thrown into the water; if he floated he was taken
into the canoe” and declared innocent; if he sank, the demon
Togo is said to have slain him, which means that if Togo? is
flowing, then life is destroyed. The sexual symbolism is obvious.

Odudua reappears as a specific kala, the 14th, which she
embodied as the Goddess of Prostitution (Ado). Her rites or
orgies were celebrated in her official temple. To the Oghoni, the
Alfrican secret society, she was known as Ile, the Earth.2 Cham-
pana, the fetish of disease, is connected with this Venusian ray.
He is the deformed god whose symbol is a large stick marked
with red and white spots. His messengers appear in the form of
mosquitoes and flies. Champana is the most dreaded of all the
fetishes and his evident connection with syphilis and other
venereal diseases accounts for his association with the 14th kala,
of which he is a gliphotic reflex.

To the kala of Mars, presided over by Aries, belongs the fiery
aspect of Chango, and the god Ogoun with his manamana
or chains of fire® This kala is of special significance because
it precedes the 16th kala. The martial symbolism with its violence,
its heat and its energy denotes the feminine power at its peak,
and it is all the more emphasized by the fact that it appears
between the kalas of Odudua and Ife. The symbolism is easier

21 Ark symbolism.

2 Literally ‘the red water’,

3 Vide supra, remarks on the Malkuthian power-zone.
24 Lightning.
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to understand when it is realized that the goddess Erzulie® is
the gentle aspect of Odudua on its way to becoming—uia the
martial current of the 15th kala—the demonic Erzulic bon
rouge whose rites are characterized by blood and sexual licence.
The two aspects are akin to those of Bist, the Cat of the North,
and Sekhet, the Cat or Lioness of the South, in Egypt, and of
Bhavani and Kali in India.

Ife herself typifies the 16th kala represented by the gaping
vulva of Iyemoja, from whence the manifested universe emerges.
The labouring earth is ascribed to Taurus the Bull, and to the
Hippopotamus, the Great Bear-er® of the waters.

The 17th ray is that of the twins; in the African cults, the
Ibeji, who were the shadowy companions of twin children, and
similar to the genii that inhabit a small species of monkey that
infests the forests of Guinea. The symbolism of Gemini, the twins,
and of Mercury with its Kaf-Ape symbolism® justifies this
assignment of the Ibeji to the 17th kala. The tempest, Oro, also
belongs to this ray, which is that of ominous appearances and
screaming winds. Upon his feast day Oro appears in the shape
of a monster in human form with face and lips smeared with
blood. His bellowing resounds in all the cities, and the fetish
priests celebrate his mass in the groves sacred to him. The terrible
voice of Oro is simulated in the Mysteries by the rapid twirling
of a wooden clapper attached to a string.

Loco, the god of the forests, also Abiku, Elere and Ojehun,
evil spirits that inhabit jungle and deserts are ascribed to the
18th kala. They contrive to enter the human foetus in order to
be born into the human life-wave and take their pleasure among
men. This ray has an affinity with the stomach as well as with
the occult phenomenon of vampirism® and other forms of para-
sitism. Another form of Ojehun is Opin Ijehin, ‘he who takes
part in the food’. He has his habitation in the abdominal region

25 Of the later Voodoo cults.

26 In the Draconian Tradition of ancient Eygpt the Hippopotamus was
a glyph of the constellation later known as the Great Bear; the seven stars
of the Goddess that illumined the waters of space.

27 See next chapter for details of this symbolism.

28 The ingestion of blood. '
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and is the genius who maintains the fire of the digestive system.”
He never permits this vital element—which serves in the prepara-
tion of food—to be extinguished. His messenger is named Ebi,
‘hunger’.

To the 1gth kala are ascribed the serpent deities, Dangbe,
Idagba, and the python god, Selwanga. At Dahomey and at
Porto-Novo a small non-venomous inoffensive species of boa
called Dangbe is consecrated to the goddess Aidowedo®! and is
revered as her messenger. This kala, being under the influence
of the constellation Scorpio, is of primary importance in all cults
of the shadow. The 1gth path is the path of the Serpent Dangbe
which has its temples and its oricha (fetish-priests). It is forbidden
to kill a serpent under the most severe penalties. Its messenger
is the white ant. Hillocks of this insect may be seen, even today,
surrounded with palm leaves to indicate that the inhabitants are
in the service of Dangbe. Massey observes that

the reptile was kept in a small hut by an old woman who fed it,
and who gave forth the answers when her oracle was consulted.
She was the Pythoness, the Medium of Spirit communication.
The feminine origin of the priesthood is also indicated by the
Danhgbwe-No or Fetish-Priests of Hwida, whose names signify
the Mothers of the Serpent. The tongue of the serpent 1s known
to be a very peculiar organ of touch... A snake called Ganin-
Gub by the Hottentots is also said to have genitals and to seek to
have connection with women while they are sleeping.3?

Lightning, which symbolizes the dart of the serpent’s tongue,
which in turn symbolizes the sudden spasm of sexual orgasm, is
also natural to the 1gth ray. Hence Manamana, and Ugan or
Ogoun, the African Vulcan, are associated with this scorpionic
or ophidian current.

29Cf. the fire of the Svadisthanachakra, the power-zone sometimes
equated by the Yogis with the solar plexus.

30 Dan, serpent; ghe, life.

3 Goddess of the Rainbow; vide infra: remarks on the 25th kala. For
an explanation of rainbow symbolism see Aleister Crowley & the Hidden
(iod, Chapter 7.

2 Gerald Massey, The Natural Genesis, vol. 1. p, 300, ‘While they are
sleeping’ probably refers to the entranced or oracular condition of the
women concerned.






